THE INTERSTELLAR RELATIONS OF THE FEDERATION:
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND
“STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION”

—~" Michael P. Scharf* and Lawrence D. Roberts *
I. INTRODUCTION

recent University of Toledo Law Review article concerning the legal issues
dealt with in the television series Star Trek: The Next Generation (STNG)'
became an overnight national sensation.” Given that, during its seven seasons of
first-run episodes,” STNG had been the most popular syndicated series on
American television,” it is perhaps not surprising that the article should engender
so much public attention. The article, written by law professors Paul Joseph and
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