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Grant Smith, Michael Cavanaugh and N. S’te"’piiaﬂﬁ Kinsella of ‘Propoﬁems of Rational Inquiry and Scientific Methods
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Skeptics
popular

By Danny Heitman/
State-Times writer

he Mid-South Skeptics Association has
changed its name, but its members are
still as skeptical as ever.

The Baton Rouge-based group, whose
members squint incredulously at popular
beliefs, is now Proponents of Rational Inquiry
and Scientific Methods. ’

Though the group prides itself on its
skeptical stance, member Michael Cavanaugh
conceded the burden of the club’s old name:
People tend to think of skeptics as grumpy
cynics. K

Fellow member Grant Smith draws a
distinction: “A skeptic is someone who seeks
the truth. A cynic, I guess, is someone who-
always assumes the worst.”

Cavanaugh, a lawyer, pointed out .
that a skeptic’s search for the truth
can often lead him into many
bright spots. “I'm fascinated
by-all the scientific advances
that are going on today,”
Cavanaugh said.

PRISM, which was started in the summer
of 1987, averages about 15 members at its
monthly meetings and 50 people get its
newsletter. About 100 people in the Baton
Rouge area get the magazine of the group’s

question
cliefs

‘international counterpart, the Committee for

the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the
Paranormal. . -

Cavanaugh and his cohortsare skeptical -

about such things as flying saucers, Bigfoot,
Sasquatch, the Abominable Snowman and the
Boggy Creek Monster. You won't find them in
Scotland waiting for a visit from the Loch Ness
Monster, either. o

PRISM mambers winoe when people clalm

to have psychic powers, and they're also
See SKEPTICS/Page 3-C
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The group of skeptics'faise questions about
horoscopes, men on Mars and Shirley Maclaine.
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Grant Smith, Michael Cavanaugh and N. Stephan Kinsella of 'Propohénts of Rational Inquiry and Scientific Methods
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Cavanaugh and his cohorts are skeptical -
about such things as flying saucers, Bigfoot,
Sasquatch, the Abominable Snowman and the
Boggy Creek Monster. You won't find them in
Scotland waiting for a visit from the Loch Ness
Monster, either, T ‘
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p ‘herover my own mother and it
would be goodbye.

., »1 thought she would forgive me, asall .

mothers.do and should;But whenIcame
home from my honeymoon, my mom’s.
phone number had been changed to an,
unlisted one. She did exactly as she said. -

When she went to the hospital for a’
‘kldney operatfon, 'she did not want me
‘wthere;Bheis going again and still: doesn’t :

She said that.after what I put

& her through ‘she doesn’t’ want me to cry

.over her when she dies.» e
T miss her and would hke to know

what to do to correct this. I want her tc

love. me and be my mother again, not an
ex-mother. e

" GENTLE READER — Miss Mariners
is heartbroken to recognize that what
you have here is a full-fledged family
feud, and a nasty one at that: Etiquette
has strict rules about the civilized way
to conduct a feud (curtly observing the
formalities to the extent of elaborately
pretending not to see the opposition,
rather than committing an offensive

move that would necessarilyinvolve -

others in the fray), but only one tool for
ending them, and that doesn’t always
work.

That tool is the apologv. Never mind
now that you didn’t think the issue
important at the time, or take seriously
your mother’s warnings. Just keep
writing her that you are sorry, and that
you love her and miss her.

Feelmg incorrect? Address your
etiquette questions{in black or blue-

hlanl inl An whita writing nanan) ¢a

istoriculafidcaltiFal toniCept it ohily
husbands or close family- should be
permitted to ‘see ‘a ‘woman’s hair
unéovered or failing loosely down her.
back.. Such restrictions imply that
women with hair in disarray orloosened :
.from binding (recall the old saying “let

down~her hair”) are more*sexually ;

avallable than dther women. ™ " ,
: As_one example, in Oriental .art ‘
women deplcted with mussed halrdos :

Fypeof sexudr fe Csh Al a With™oth
fetishes, no ‘one'is yet certain how su)
~ sexual feelings are acquired. -,

Send quesuons to Dr. Reinisch in care

" of The Kinsey Report, P.0. Box 48,
Bloomington, Ind. 47402. Volume of

-mail prohibits personal replies, but

_{.

" questions of general interest may be

"discussed in future columns
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skeptical about magnc and witchcraft,

faith healers, holositic medicine,
astrology, and accounts of out-of-body
experiences.

Cavanuagh, who mentioned he’s a
regular churchgoer, says he has no
quarre] with belief that is assumed to be
an act of faith. “

“Many of our members are also
church members,” added Smith, an
engineer.

What -:rankles PRISM is the
forwarding. of beliefs in which
advocates imply that there is hard
scientific data to support their claims.

“I have a good friend who believes
that the world is-too scientific. I don’t
believe it’s scientific enough,”
Cavanaugh said. -

PRISM member N. Stephan Kmsellg,
an LSU electrical engineering student
who plans to get a law degree, has
gotten worked up about Mississippi
inventor Jospeh Newman’s hawking of
a: device that allegedly makes more
ehergy than it takes in.

“The National Bureau of Standards
has issued.a report which shows that
Newman’s energy machine is nothing"
morethana  very inefficient DC motor,”
Kinsella wrote'in an artxcle prepared
for his group.

PRISM _chairman - Henry Murry

occasxonally takes pen in hand to.chide

‘the media for promoting what he sees as -

unproven hucksterism. -~~~ .

Inarecent letter to the editor, Murry _

took issue with recent articles on a piece
of Mars that looks like a face. Some
have said the formation could mean the'
- existence of an ancient civilization on
the planet. Murry thinks there’s not
enough evidence to entertain such a
notion, and that journalists have fallen

DR Y

prey to a sham. :

- “Much self-praise has been emxtted’

extollmg the virtues of newspapers in

the education of schoolchildren. Little
wonder that educationisin a shambles,”

Murry wrote.

“ PRISM members apparently agree
~with the late humorist H,L. Mencken
that the best way to -dispel: blind
assertions is with a horselaugh. -

In a tongue-in-cheek list of
predictions for the upcoming year, the
group forecast that “Shirley Maclaine
will be allowed on-commercial airling
flights only when accompanied by her
body.” PRISM also opined that “snake
oil will continue to be a major
commercial commodity with electronie
salvation as one of its chief ma]or
products.”

Though Kinsella and Smith both have
backgrounds in engineering, Cavanaugh
pointed out that not all PRISM
members. are technically versed.
PRISM members are “mostly but not
exclusively well-educated,” he said. -

Cavanaugh said that PRISM plans to
issue more challenges to local bellevers
in paranormal phenomena.

PRISM wants -advocates of such
things to subject their .claims tp
objective scientific tests, Cavanaugh

.said. . .
“We need to fmd ways of makmg our
case that are both dramatic and

" serious,” said Cavanaugh.

Cavanaugh said while believing i in
things like Bigfoot and levitation might
seem harmless enough, an unquestioned
belief in ideas for which there is no proof
can distract a person from more
worthwhile pursuits.

“It’s like Plato said, the life which is
unexamined is not worth living.”
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Charles E. Afeman, M.D.

504-7066+ 7441

EYE MEDICAL CENTER
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STEPHEN 0. SESSUMS, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Paul L. Marks, M.D. ‘Kirk A. Patrick, Jr., M.D.
Albion B. Cross, ,Jr, M.D. -Crayton A. Fargason, M.D.
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