
Monday, February 13, 1989 

Mr. Henry Murry 
P.0. 330s 15594 
Batma Rouge, LA. 70895 

Just: t h ~ u g h t  I'd drop YOU a le t ter  t o  fill you in on what's bemi going on with 
me lately. -3"s Michael may h.ave told you, 1 wrote h i m  a let ter  explaining w h -  I 
wasn't g z i n g  t o  do  F)RISN9s newsletter anymore, o r  be too active with the  g r o u p  
P arir including here some excerpts f rom that l e t t e r :  * * [ see le t ter  to Cav(.,rzaugl-r 
I * -  

In f a c t ,  Mr. Murryt  Jack and 1 and a f ew other Objectivists a re  gaing t o  be 
publishing a pro-freedorn, pro-~mericar~,  pro-capitalist, pro-rertsm newsletter 
called The Ratiol2al Persuader., I'll be sure t o  put you  on  the  mailing list. 

I. liked you since 1 met yau,  alsd Z warit t c  r-ernair? y o u r  friend. I rimy, 
periedically, cone t o  same P R I S M  meetings. But the more  1 thosrght about h o w  it 
is impossible t o  draw the line between religion and the pc?rano~-mal, I saw how we 
undercut o u r  rational base by refusing -to denounce reiigion, 

Also, there are the  political problems, 1 feel. that 1 a m  aligned more cfoselj- 
t o  you, phi?oscpk~ically~ than any af .the other rraerrrbers of the group. You are  pro- 
reason, pro-Arnericai-b, pro-defense, sntf-religion, and pro-capitalism, The ma.jor 
differences between pot2 a r ~ d  1 is: you see some s o r t  of dtkty to have chilcfren f o r  
the benefit of humanity: which I see as par-tially ctillectivist; you believe in some 
conspiracy theories which I consicler false; and yctr; are racist, mostly because of 
the raeisrn which s u r r o u n d e d  you as you grew UP. 'These Ll~ree things are n o t  
insubstantial, B u t  let m e  assure you  that if the re  were a greup of people like you, 
I biouid be happy to be a part of It, T coilsider j7cu t o  Be at least an inl:el!ec-tual 
cousin of mine, and sur battles are largely the  same, 

M o ~ e \ ~ e r ,  wit1-1 all the  conversaticjns I Iiave had w i t h  c:tfier PRISFII members, 
soriletimes I can'2 believ2 T a m  associating w i t h  people w h o  claim t o  be rational, 'nut 
w h o  be!ieve i11 siacfi irrational things as religion and collectivism, If CSICOP and 
PRISM were totally neutral o n  politics, that  w o u l d  be one thing, But that is 
i m p o s s i b l e ,  W Z ~ e r n  o n e  is rreutral, one supports certaixi x7a1ues bj- deP3ulte Thus, if 
values are  going t o  end up being supported, then the right ones ought t o  he 
championed. The right ones are: reason, f reedom,  c:apitalism. 1 d o  believe they 
are related. 

F s r  instance, look. at CSICOP.  I remember reading in one cf your  old 
Skeptical 1~zgui;-ers tl-rat C S I C O P  was  demandiizg air time for arebuttal to a mystic 
on a radio station in California, When the  station iqo.crld not give them the ci-iance 
t c  rebut,  CSECOP considered using -the Fairrless D o c t r i n e .  I cannot be part of an 
organization that would u s s  state-sponsored coercion in this manner. Such 
philosophical bank rup t c~  is t h e  result  of t'lzeir refcsal -to ~ ~ 1 3 -  their "scientific" 

* I 
%..-.*.?.%.-. -.1:.i--- $- -. r ( l i t i t - J l i a i i l - y r  L ~ I  all aspects cif I i f ~  

Think about  wl-.iat 1 have said, but  rerriember that I'm y o u r  friend. 1'11 give 
you a call nexttiin-ie I have a Break fl-om rimy studies, and we can discuss the 
"rnc~t l~poly  capitalists. " Sincerely yours, Steph 



BATON ROUGE f j J q  
BATON ROUGE PROPONENTS OF RATIONAL INQUIRY 

AND SCIENTIFIC METHOD 
FORMERLY M.S.S A. 

P.O. BOX 15594 BATON ROUGE, LA 70895 

20 March 1989 

Ifear Stephan: 
do r ry  I waited so 1-one to answer your l e t t e r .  I can 

see your  a rgument  c l e a r l y  and agree with you on most o f  it. Your theses 

are  v a l i d  as  are  mine and even though we may never reach synthesis we 

can accomplish much by discussion, 

I t o o  regre t  t h e  t u r n  o f  events  and t h e  l a c k  of 

reason d i sp l ayed  by some of  t h e  PKISI4 Associates. The s o l u t i o n  is t o  

wear them down t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  l o s e  i n t r e s t  and withdraw. I d o n ' t  

think we are  ready y e t  f o r  an ail out  assault  on r e l i g i o n .  Later  yes, 

now no. 

Yes we shou ld  be t e ach ing  philosophy i n s t e a d  o f  f i n d i n g  

f au l t  but more p o t e n t i a l  followers are  i n t r s s t e d  in t h e  f a u l t s  o f  o t h e r s  

than t h e y  are  in philosophy. With age an  underst,andj.ng o f  human na tu re  

begins  to take shape and we  m u s t  weigh this element, in a l l  of ollr p11hlj.c 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  We do no t  necessarily seek t h e i r  good w i l l  but  we must h a w  

t h e i r  respect .  

Stephan you; a re  t h e  deepest, thinker in t h e  group and 

I appreciate the oppor tun i t y  o f  being a s s o ~ i a t ~ e d  w i t h  you. We can learn  

from each o the r .  Remember knowledge i s  no t  wisdom but wisdom can come to 

those  wi th  knowledge. Call me whenever you have time. 

dnc ;  Copy o f  l e t t e r  t6 Sta te  Times, d o t  p r i n t e d  y e t .  




