
V o l U n t r y  s l a v e r y
Vo lun t , t r y  S l a v e r y  B Y  Wa l t e r  B l o c k

There i s . p e r h a p s  n o t h i r v :  more c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  t h a n
t h a t ' d y  i n ,  d a y  o u t  e.,:erCize o f  i n i t i a t o r y  v i o l e n c e :  s l a v e r y .
Even murder  i s  o n l y  a. once and  f o r  a l l  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t ;  t h e  s l a v e
s u f f e r s  a  l i f e t i m e .  I  s h a l l  show,  h o w e v e r,  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  e n -
forcecient  o f  one  t y p e  o f  s l a v e r y ,  v o l u n t a r y  s l a v e r y ,  t h e  f r e e
market w i l l  b e  s t r i p p e d   of a  most  b a s i c  t e n e t - t h a t  each  i n d i v i d -
uA. h a s  a  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y -  r i t  i l  h i s  own pe rLon . .
Consider t h e  case  o f  Mr  A  who ' can  save' h i s  w i f e ' s  l i f e  o n l y  b y
pay ing  $1  m i l l i o n  f o r  a n  o p e r a t i o n .  i . e  does  n o t  have  t h e  money i t ho .
The o n l y  way h e  c a n  g e t  i t  i s  b y  s e l l i n g  h i m s e l f  i n t o  s l a v e r y
to M r  B  who i s  w i l l i n g '  t o  p a y  $ 1  l i l l i o n H f o r  h r  A ' s  ens lavement .
h r  A i - v a l u i n g  h i t  w i f e '  l i f e  more t h a n  h i t '  own' freedom, a r e e s .
He r e c i e v e s  t h e  money,  t u r n s  i t  o v e r  t o  t h e  d o c t o r , ,  and
v o l u n t a r i l y  s i n s  h i m s e l f  i n t o  s l a v e r y .  h r  A ,  howeve r,  ' s o o n ' t i r e s
o f  t h e  d r u d g e r y  o f  s l a v e r y ,  a n d r u n s  away.
Should t h e  en fo rcemen t  agency1 t r y , t o . c a t c h . E r 2 A  A n d ' r e t u r n  h i m
to M r  B? I  g i v e  a n  unequ ivoca l .  " Ye s "  ' i n  answer.  Fo r '  A ,  i s
runn ing  away w i t h  ( s t e a l i n g )  a  v a l u a b l e  p i e c e  o f  B ' d : P r o - l e r t y -
A , h i o s e l f .  T h e  en fo rcemen t  agency  s h o u l d  s t o p  t h i b  t h e f t  and
r e t u r n  B ' s . p r o p e r t y  t o  h i m  j u s t .  as t h e y  wou ld  r e t u r n  acly o t h e r
pieee o f  p r o e r t y  s t o l e n  f r o m  B .  P e o p l e  c a n  e i t h e r  t r a n s a c t  w i t h
each o t h e r  b y  f o r c e  o r  b y  v o l u n t a r y  a g r e e m e n t - c o n t m c t . : j f  c o n t r a c t s
are n o t .  en fo rced ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  .be e n t e r e d  i n t o , ; -and we w i l l  have
to r e l y  o n  f o r c e .  I f  i t  were  known t h a t  ; U p  v o l u n t a r y - s l a v e
c o n t r a c t  wou ld  n o t  have  been  e n f o r c e d , '  A wou ld  n o t  have  been
able t o  s a v e  h i s  w i f e ' s  l i f e  b y  h o n e s t  c o n t r a c t u a l  means because
B wou ld  n o t  h a v e a H r e e d . t o p a r t  W i t h . t h e •  31 m i l l i o n .
There a r e `  l i b e r t a r i a n s  Who axoct isposed.  t o  .argUe t h i s ,  ; j o i n t .  P r o f .
h u r r a y  N. '  Rothbard  i s  s o  d i spoSed .  He  h o l d s  t h a t  c o n t r a c t s  c a l l i n g
f o r  v o l u n t a r y.  s l a v e r y  w o u l d n o t  b e  e n f o r d e a b l e  i n  ,a f r e e  m a r k e t .
On page 1 4 2  o f  h i s  "han,Economy,  a n d S t a t e "  h e - g i v e s  t w o  a rguments .
F i r s t ,  t h e  " c h a n g i n g  o n e ' s  mind  argument :

"A man may n o t  a g r e e  t o  permanent  bondage b y  c o n t r a c t - -
i n g  t o -work  f o r  a n o t h e r -man f o r  t h e  r e s t .  o f  h i s  l i f e . :
He. m i g h t  change h i s  m ind  a t  ,a l a t e r  d s t e , a n d  t h e n , h e :
c a n o t , : i n  a  f r e e  m a r k e t ,  b e  'compel led t o  c o n t i n u e
work ing  t h e r e a f t e r . "

I f  a  mere change o f  ; A n d  ( a  whim) w o r e  enough t o  o v e r r i d e  a l l  c o n -
t r a c t s ,  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  wou ld  b e  u n t e n a b l e .  k )  t r a d e s  wou ld  be  " f o r
keeps" because i f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  someth ing  s o l d  wen t  u p ,  t h e  s e l l e r
could a l w a y s  c; lange h i s  in ind and  d e a n d  t h e  t h i n a b n c k .   I t   i s  h a r d

Be
1Whoever t h i s  m a y t - c a l l  i t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  j u s t i c e  i f  y o u  w i l l . ,
2h y : : ) o s i t i o n  o f  f a v o r i n g , t h e  r e t u r n  o f  r u n -away v o l u n t a r y  s l a v e s
to t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  owners  'should  n o t  b e  con fused  w i t h  a  p o s i t i o n
f a v o r i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  c a p t u r e d  o r  non - c o n t r a c t u a l  s l a v e s  t o
t n e i r  " u n r i 6 h t f u l " , m a s t e r s .  F o r  example ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o n s i s -
t a n t  w i t h  fay v o l u n t a r y  s l a v e r y  p o s i t i o n ,  to .7,)?1,,,u0 t h e  underground
r a i l v y  o f  p r e - c i v i l  w a r -  t imes f o r  i t s  hercbic e f f o r t s  t o  r e s c u e
u n j u s t l y  e n s l a v e d  p e o p l e .

Stephan Kinsella
TextBox
Block, Walter E. 1969. “Voluntary Slavery.” The Libertarian Connection, Vol. I, No. 3, April 13, pp. 9-11.



1-

by
ey t h o

nent. •
ens.

tires

him
l l y
Y-

with
on t rac ts
have

Pro f .
a l l i ng ,
ket.
uments.

1 c o n -
be " f o r
e l l e r
E• ha rd

ayes
ion

s i s -
rround
cue

: : to  see,  why tree " c h a n g i n g  o n e ' s  m ind "  a r u r l e n t  s h o p i d  n o t  b e
app l i ed  t o  a l l  c o n t r a c t s ,  i f  i t  i s  v a l i d  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  s l a v e
c o n t r a c t s .
Second t h e  " i n a l i e n a b l e "  a rgument :

",iecause ahnanI,E5 s e l f -ownersh ip  o v e r  h i s  W i l l i s  i n a l i e n  b l e ,
he cann.ot ,  .on t h e  a n n e r e d  m a r k e t ,  L e  c o m p e l l e d  t o
con t inue  a n  a r r a n e e n t  whereby  me s u b m i t s ' h i s  w i l l  t o
the o rde r ' s  o f  a n o t h e r ,  e v e n  t hough  h e  M i d i t  have  •
0- r e e d  t o  t h i s  a r r a n e , l e n t  p r e v i o u s l y " ,  ( p . 1 4 2 )

And wha t  does  " i n a l i e n a b l e  \ - ! i l l " m e r. n ?  P r o f . R o t h b a r d  i l l u s t r a t e s :
"Brown m i O l t  have  a  d e s i r e d  end :  t o  g a i n  t h e ' e n u i n e H i
approva l  o f  S i l i t h .  T h i b  i s  ! '  l a r t i C u I a r c o n s u n e r s ' :
good*, f o r w h a t x h f t w a n t s - ; i x x t h o t  wh i ch  he '  cannot  p u r -

: .chse w i t h _ A n y _ o t n e x . - p p o . i „ f o r , u 4 a A , n e n t t n , e ,  ,
, e n u i n e - a o ) r o Va r : r a t h e r  t h W a , c 4 O W . . o f a l r o v a l t h m i 0 . 1 t

be ) u r c h a s e d .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  consumers '  g o o d  i s  a  p r o p -
e r t y  o f  S i7 l i th 's .  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  exchanged;  i t  m i O l t  b e
ex a c q u i r e d  i n  s e . e  way,  b u t  n o t  b y  exchange.  I n  r e l a t i o n
to excns,ncx„ t h i s  i n t a r e ' , i b l e  : :ood i s  a n  i n t h e n a b l e
p r o p e r t j  o f -  S m i t h ' s ,  i . e . ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e .  r i ven  u p . "  ( p .  1 4 2 )

For P r o f . ' R o t h b a r d ,  a s k i n g  t h e  en fo rcement  agency• t o  e n f o r c e  a
v o l u n t a r y  s l a v e r y  c o n t r a c t  i n  a k i n  t o  as1; in  i t  t o  d r a w  a" square
c i r c l e ,  o r  t o  . . s k i n g  i t  t o j o r c e  Sm i t h  t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  a!)prove o f

square c i r c l e  i s a .  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e rms '  and s o  i s .
- ; f o r c i n g  someone t o  V o l u n t a r i l y  do  s o e t n i n g . I f  y o u  " s u c e e d " '

i n  f o r C i n g  h i m ,  h e  h a s  o f  done i t  v o l u n t a r i l : ,  : :nd  i f  h e  does
do i t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  y o u  c o u l d  n o t  have  f o r c e d  h i .  I f  v o l u n t a r y
s lavery  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  sense  o f  genu ine,  h e a r t y ,  w i l l -
ingnesS t o ' b e  a  s l a v e ,  t h e n  P r o f .  R o t h b a r d , i s  c o r r e c t :  t h i s ' t y ? e
o f  v o l u n t a r y  x x t x x x x o k x a x s l a v e r y  c a n n o t  b e  'en forced a n y  more , than
can o t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  a c t s  such  a s  l i k i n g  Brown.

- B u t  P r o f .  R o t h b a r d  h a s  purchased c o r r e c t n e s s ' o n l y - a t - t h e c o s t  o f
i r r e l e v e n c y. F o r  no  s l a v e  owner  l i k e  B  e x p e c t s  t h e  en fo rcement  ac-,ency
to d o  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e .  E o - a d v o c a . t e  o f  t h e  en fo rcemen t  o f  v o l u n t a r y
slave c o n t r a c t s - e x p e c t s  t h e • e n f o r c e m e n t  a e n c y  t o  f o r c e  A- t o
w i l l i n g l y  work  a s  a  s l a v e .  A l l  t h a t  i s  e r e c t e d  i s  t h a t -  t h e  e n f o r c e -
-aent . a e n c y  drap:; t h e u n w i l l i h g  s l a v e t . k i c k i n g  a n d r e a m i n g - i f - -
need b e ,  b a c k  t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  arms o f  t h e  r i , , 7 ; h t f u l s l a v e  owner,  B ;
t h i s  much i s  c e r t a i n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  rea l ! ' l  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y .  I t  : J a s  done ,
u n f o r t u n a t e l y,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  p r e - c i v i l ,  war s o u t h ;

. so i t j s  c e r t a i n l y j - o o n - s i b l e  a n d - h e n c e - c e . m b e d o n e ,
The n e x t  q u e s t i o n  i s , .  Should i t  b e  done? The  a n s e r  i s  " Ye s "  'and
the b e s t  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  i v e n  b y  P r o f .  ROthbard :

"Persons wou ld  b e ' f r e  t o  i i iake a n y  and a l l  p r o  ) e r t y  c o n -
t r a c t s  t h a t  they,  i _ shed ;  r  nd, f o r  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y  t o
e x i s t ,  a l l  c o n t r a c t s ,  whe re  t h e  good i s  n a t u r a l l y
ab le ,  m u s t  b e  e n f o r c e d .  F a i l u r e  t o  f u l f i l l  c o n t r a c t s

•
4hy t h e n  does  P r o f .  R o t h b a r d  c o n t i n u a l l y  a - s o r t  t h a t  v o l u n t r y

s lave ry  c a n n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d  i n  a  f r e e  marke t?  Re w o u l d n ' t  - s s e r t
t ha t  squr : re  c i r c l e s  caril:.ot b e  d r .  wn i n  r  f r e e  a a r k c t ,  n o r  mock
god: Squa re  c i r c l e s  c a n n o t  b e  d rawn  and v o l u n t a r y  a c t i o n s  canno t
be e n f o r c e d  n o t  because t h e r e  a r e  f r e e  m a r k e t  a r i n c i d e s  i n  o l p -
o s i t i o n ,  b u t  because t h e y  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t e r m s .
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must b e  c o n n i d e r e d  a s  t h e f t  o f  t h e  o t h e r ' s  p r o p e r t y. '  Thus,
when a  d e b t o r  ourc i lases  a  good i n  exchanr;e f o r  c4.oromise
o f  f u t u r e  payment ,  t h e  g o d '  cannot  b e  c o n s i d e r e .  h i s
p ro ' )e r t y  u n t i l  t h e  ag reed  c o n t r J 6 t  h a s  been f u l f i l l e d
and payment made. U n t i l  t h e n ,  i t  r e w i n s  t h e  cred,-•
i t o r s '  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  nonoayuent  wou ld  b e  e q u a l m l e n t
to t h e f t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t o r ' s  p r o p e r t y . "  ( p .  1 5 3 ) '

We l l ,  a ' s l a v e ' s  b o d y  i s  a l i e n a b l e , b e c a u f e  i t  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  ' obes ib le
to d r a g h i o  i n t o '  c a p t i v i t y  and  s l a v e r y  .  I t  i s  o n l y  i l p o s s i b l e  t o
drag a '  w i l l i n g  s l a v e  i n t o  s l a v e r y ,  n o  o n l y  7. s l : v e ' s  w i l l  i s  i n a l -
ienablee

There i S  much m e r i t  i n  t h e  s a y i n g  " I f  y o u  c a n ' t s e l l  i t ,  y o u  d o n ' t
r e a l l y  own i t " .  I f  a  p e r s o n  c a n n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y  s e l l  h i m s e l f  i n t o
s l a v e r y,  h e  doecno t  r e a l l y  bun  h i7Ase l f .  T h e  r i 6 h t  t o  s e l f  ownersh ip
i h ) l i e s  t h e  r i g h t ,  among' o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t o  s e l l  t h a t  r i g h t .

1The s l a v e ,  u n l e s s  u n u s u a l l y  w e l l - u a r d e d , c a n  commit  s u i c i d e .  T h i s . . :
proves t h a t  t h e  s l a v e ' s
dhat i s  b e i n g  c o l d  i n  a

'which i n ' i n a l i e n a b l e ,  b u t
a l i e n a b l e ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  a l i e n a b l e .

body i s  a l i e n a b l e :  i t  c a n  be  " g i v e n  u p " .
v o l u n t a r y  r l y v e  c o n t r a c t  i s  n o t  t h e  w i l l ,
se r v i ces  o f  -the b o d y,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n —

, 4, -.•: '  O s
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INEW DISCOVERY- - - S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h o w  the  f r e e  market can prov ide  f o r  a l l  ofn
man's needs once men d i scove r  t h e  i n h e r e n t  e v i l  o f  government- 2
government. RATIONAL IDEAS a re  t h e  mot ive  power o f  human progressa n d
our book le t ,  LIBERTY VIA THE MARKET, c o n t a i n s  t he  most profound i dea
since Miss  Rand's d i scovery  o f  a r a t i o n a l  e t h i c s .  $ 1  p e r  copy. M o r r i s  G.
Tanneh i l l ,  P. 0 .  Box  1383, Lans ing ,  Mich igan 48904 , ( * o r t e . , l x .  f - t t . 1
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S.

THE "LAND OWNER" i s  easy t o  f i n d ,  e a s y  t o  t a x ,  and  easy t o  reg iment .  Become
a nomad. C h o o s e  a  way o f  l i f e  which combines t h e  b e s t  o f  two wor lds .
Newsletter/ forum f o r  those s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r e s t e d :  f o u r  issues f o r  $1 o r  i n
trade f o r  your  s i t u a t i o n  summary. PREFORM, Box  5116, Santa Monica, C a l i f .
90405
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Society f o r  Ra t iona l  I n d i v i d u a l i s m  (SRI )  - - a  f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  us ing  t h e  ,
educat ional  approach f o r  i nc reas ing  freedom. T h e y  descr ibe t h e i r  o rgan iza t i on
as f o l l o w s :  E d u c a t e  y o u r s e l f  and o the rs  i n  t he  ph i losophy  o f  freedom. J o i n
the Soc ie t y  f o r  Ra t i ona l  I n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  a  new, N a t i o n a l  educa t iona l  found-
a t i on  championing i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  and t h e  f r e e  market  economy. S R I  has
members and chapters  i n  s i x t e e n  s ta tes ,  Canada, a n d  t he  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.

Members have access t o  SRI book, f i l m  r e n t a l ,  and  a d v e r t i s i n g  se r v i ces .
Planned f o r  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e  a r e  tape  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  courses, a n d  a speakers
bureau. Members a l s o  have a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  SRI n a t i o n a l  magazine, THE
RATIONAL INDIVIDUALIST, c o n t a i n i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  ph i losophy,  t h e  s o c i a l
sciences, news ana l ys i s ,  a n d  humor. F R E E  COPIES SENT UPON REQUEST!

Address ally inqu i r ies  t o  SRI, 800 Hi l lsboro Drive, S i l v e r  Spring, Maryland
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